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above the ground When* the grave is filled in, the clay reaches almost to the chin I have heard of another instance (to be noted later on) in which an earthenware pot is inverted on the head by way of a cover or protection , but amongst the Ba^iba there is no cap or covering of any kind put on the exposed head, to protect it from the weather, or from the attacks of hawksr rats, or wild beasts This aspect of the case, however, is not lost sight of, as there are five " baisi " (sentries) set to watch the head in turn, each taking a whole day, followed by another taking a whole night, and as there is an odd man, after a few days it happens that the man who had been keeping watch during the daytime, must take his turn at night when it comes to his lot During the night watches no lights are allowed, and the sentry must never take his eyes off the head A brother of the deceased pays a visit once in twenty-four hours to see that the. vigil is being kept, and that the head has not come to harm from the attacks of the village pigs
The sentry must not wear the national costume of fibre threads whilst engaged at this work He is supplied with two skins These are fastened at the shoulders and fall down, one' in front and one behind, like the boards carried by " sandwich "* advertisement men, but otherwise, the sentry is naked It is allowable for him to sit down on the ground, bufr he must not lie down lest he should fall asleep, and if he slept' the. consequences to himself and ijie head would be too awful to contemplate
This is kept up for two months, and then ihe head ,is pushed down and covered, and the new chief may be elected and placed oa the throne
The ordinary people, when they die, are wrapped m bark-^ cloth or matting,, and are placed in deep graves in the public cemetery A young tree is generally planted OB graves as a mark